Anton Chekhov, “The Lady with the Dog”

1. What is the setting at the beginning of the story?  What kind of place is it, and is this important?  What are Anna and Dmitri doing there?

2. What is Dmitri’s initial view of Anna?  What is his view of women in general, and why do you think he feels this way?

3. What life lesson has Dmitri apparently failed to learn from his previous relationships with “other” women?

----------

4. How is Anna different from other women that Dmitri has been involved with?  How does he react to her “confession” after they have sex?

5. Look closely at the paragraph on p. 55 where Dmitri and Anna listen to the surf at Oreanda.  What realization dawns upon Dmitri at this moment?

6. What are Dmitri’s feelings upon parting from Anna in Yalta?

----------

7. What is the nature of Dmitri’s life back in Moscow, as well as of his thoughts and memories of Anna?
8. Why does Dmitri react as he does (on p. 58) to an acquaintance’s comment that “the sturgeon was a bit too strong”?
9. What are Dmitri’s emotions at the sight of Anna in the theater in S--? 

----------

10. What is the substance of Dmitri’s realization that he leads “two lives”?
11. What does Dmitri “see” for the first time when he looks in the mirror on p. 62?

12. Are Anna and Dmitri truly in love?  Are there any other possible explanations for their “feelings” for each other?

13. Though the story concludes somewhat ambiguously, is there any sense in which the ending is a positive one?

