Flannery O’Connor, “A Good Man Is Hard to Find”


1. How is the  grandmother characterized in the early pages of the story? What kinds of values does she seem to represent?

2. How are June Star and John Wesley characterized in the early pages of the story?
3. In what ways does the scene at Red Sammy’s contribute to the overall mood and meaning of the story?

4. What role does the grandmother play in the car accident, and how do the grandchildren react to it?
5. Consider the character of The Misfit and the interaction between him and the grandmother.  In what ways are their views of the world in conflict with each other?

6. Consider the meaning (and the ambiguities?) of the grandmother’s statement to The Misfit that “. . . you’re one of my babies. You’re one of my own children!”
7. Interpret The Misfit’s comment at the end of the story that the grandmother “would have been a good woman . . . if it had been somebody there to shoot her every minute of her life.”

