James Joyce, “The Dead”
1. What is the nature of the conflict between Gabriel Conroy and Lily the caretaker’s daughter.  How does Gabriel try to smooth over the situation?  Does it help?

2. Look closely at the last paragraph on p. 385 and consider what it reveals about Gabriel.

3. Discuss Gabriel’s treatment of his family.

4. What is the nature of the conflict between Gabriel and Miss Ivors?  How does this conflict make him feel, and how does he try to deal with his feelings?

5. How do you account for Gabriel’s recurrent thoughts of walking out in the snow (e.g., pp. 393 and 399) rather than being at the dinner party?

6. Is there anything ironic about the substance of Gabriel’s speech on pp. 399-400?

7. Consider the symbolism and significance of Gabriel’s story about his grandfather’s horse Johnny.

8. How does Gabriel begin to feel toward his wife Gretta as the evening draws to a close and they go to their hotel?  What is Gretta feeling?

9. How does Gabriel react to Gretta’s story about Michael Furey?  What does Gabriel suddenly realize about himself?

10. Consider the (ironic yet appropriate) symbolism of the final paragraph of the story.

