James Thurber, “The Catbird Seat”

1. What is the principal irony—and source of humor—in the story?

2. How does Erwin Martin appear to his fellow workers? How does he act with Ulgine Barrows on the night he visits her apartment? Is there a third side to Erwin Martin that only the reader is aware of?

3. What qualities of Ulgine Barrows’ character make her so offensive to Erwin Martin?

4. Why doesn’t Thurber depict any moral conflict in Mr. Martin over his plan to commit murder?

5. Identify the sustained metaphor that runs throughout the first several pages of the story.

6. Do you think the story has any serious insights to offer about male-female relations or workplace politics?

