Stephen Crane, “The Blue Hotel”

1. How does the description of the hotel in the first paragraph relate to the meaning of the story?

2. Are there any sinister details in the description of Scully or of the interior of the hotel?

3. How would you characterize the behavior of the Swede in the first parts of the story?  What is he so afraid of?  How do the others react to him?

4. Are there any significant differences between the characters of the cowboy and the Easterner (Mr. Blanc)?
5. Can anything that happens in part two be seen as foreshadowing later events in the story?

6. Prior to the fight with Johnnie, why won’t Scully let the Swede leave the hotel?  What does he do to try to convince the Swede to stay?  Is he successful?
7. What does Mr. Blanc claim is the source of the Swede’s fear?

8. One question that the story raises is “Where is the ‘Wild West’?”  (Or: “Where is hell?”)  What is Crane’s answer to this question?
9. What role does the fight between Johnnie and the Swede play in the story?

10. What is the relationship between the gambler and the citizens of Fort Romper?  After the Swede is murdered, with whom are their sympathies, the victim or his killer?

11. What is the Easterner’s take on events as expressed to the cowboy in the next-to-last paragraph of the story?

12. Consider the significance—and the irony—of the cowboy’s “injured” plea in the final paragraph.

