James Joyce, “Araby”

1. What does the description of the setting in the opening paragraphs suggest about   

the world of the story?

2. Who is the narrator of the story?

3. What is the central conflict of the story?

4. What is the nature of the boy’s relationship with Mangan’s sister?

5. Consider the meaning of the statement, “I imagined that I bore my chalice safely through a throng of foes.”

6. What role do the aunt and uncle play in the story?

7. What does Araby symbolize to the boy, and how is the conflict of the story resolved when he goes there? What, if anything, does he learn or gain at the end?

