Ellen Gilchrist, “Among the Mourners”
1. What is significant about the fact that Aurora is a teenager?  What importance do you attach to the fact that she is “in Gifted and Talented”?

2. What is Aurora’s attitude toward the funeral and toward the dead Mr. Alter?  

3. What are Aurora’s feelings toward her sister?  Toward her parents (in particular her father)?  Toward Mrs. Levine?

4. How is Mr. Alter’s death linked to other tensions and conflicts in the story?

5. Is there anything ironic about Aurora’s reaction to her nighttime walk with Giorgio in paragraph 47?  What do her reaction to his kiss (¶ 49) and her quick dismissal of him (¶s 52-55) suggest about her?

6. Look closely at the last two paragraphs of the story, which concludes with the following words and image of Aurora: “Very helpless and half-asleep, while all around me for all I know the forest might be catching fire.”  Consider how this relates to the portrait of Aurora in the story as a whole.

