Sarah Orne Jewett, “A White Heron”

1.  What does the opening paragraph reveal about the quality of Sylvia’s relationship to 

     nature?

2.  What are the principal conflicts that the story dramatizes?
3.  How has Sylvia come to live with Mrs. Tilley? How has this move affected her life?

4.  How would you characterize the behavior of Sylvia and the young hunter during their 
     initial encounter in the forest?

5.  How does Mrs. Tilley react to the young man’s arrival?

6. Why does Sylvia’s heart beat wildly at the mention of the white heron? What 
     motivates her at this point in the story?

7.  Consider the significance of Sylvia’s climb to the top of the great pine tree.

8.  At what point does Sylvia decide not to tell the young man the whereabouts of the 

     white heron? What does she gain—and lose—as a consequence of this decision, and

     what is the narrator’s view of her decision?
9.  How does Sylvia change in the course of the story?

