Katherine Mansfield, “Miss Brill”
1. Consider the implications of the title of the story. What important information does it give the reader about the main character?

2. Consider the setting of the story. Where does the story take place? What time of year is it?

3. List the important details of Miss Brill’s life. What do we know about how she lives and the kind of person she is? Are there any clues to her age?

4. Analyze Miss Brill’s Sundays in the park. Why does she go there, and how does she feel when she is there?

5. How would you describe the mood of the story up until the very end?

6. In what ways are Miss Brill’s thoughts and feelings about those around her ironic?

7. What role do the “hero and heroine” (in Miss Brill’s words) play in the climax of the story story? What happens to Miss Brill as a consequence of her encounter with them?

8. Consider the symbolism of Miss Brill’s fur. In what ways is it analogous to her?
