Tillie Olsen, “I Stand Here Ironing”
1. Who is the “you” addressed in paragraphs 1, 3, and elsewhere in the story?

2. Does the narrator intend to go see the person that she mentally addresses in the story? Why or why not? In what ways is the current situation part of a larger pattern of events in the life of the narrator?

3. List the important facts of Emily’s childhood. Under what circumstances was she raised?  What is the state of her physical and emotional well being?

4. List some of the mistakes that the narrator made in raising Emily. Is she aware or unaware of these mistakes? Are there any factors in their lives that are beyond her control?

5. What is happening in Emily’s life at the present? How has she turned out? What does this reveal about her (and maybe about young people and the human spirit in general)?

6. Consider the symbolism of the iron and ironing board at the end of the story. How is this related to the mother’s wish for her daughter?

