Alice Munro, “The Found Boat”
1. Consider the implications of the title of the story.

2. Is there any significance to the fact that the story takes place at the time of the spring flood?

3. What is the central conflict of the story?

4. Are there any important differences between the boys and girls in terms of their general character or the roles they play in the story?

5. Outline the pattern of interactions between the boys and girls as they unfold during the course of the story.

6. Consider the meaning of the sentence, “They rode in silence, relinquishing something, but not discontented.” What have the girls relinquished?

7. Consider the significance and the symbolism of the boat ride down the river.

8. Identify and analyze the climax of the story.

9. Consider the larger meaning of the final paragraph of the story. In particular, why do Eva and Carol laugh so hard, in what sense are they “helpless,” and what is the significance of them “bend[ing] over and grab[bing] themselves as if they had the worst pain”?

